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WATER — FITZROY VALLEY 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [4.19 pm]: I would like to comment on the answer I got from 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan. I understand that the Labor government is doing as much as it can to start using 
some of the water from the Fitzroy Valley. The minister must be talking to different people than I am, because 
many of the Aboriginal people up there, in the communities, want jobs. There are hundreds of kids running around 
Fitzroy Crossing at the moment stealing cars, smashing into buildings, breaking into supermarkets and creating 
absolute chaos because there are no jobs for them. There is no future for them. There is nothing for them to do. 
They do not even have sport activities there on a regular basis. All I am asking is that during the next term, the 
Labor government takes into consideration and talks to the real Aboriginal elders there, the ones I have been talking 
to, who are screaming out for a future for their children. These children are desperate for jobs. They attend school, 
they leave school and there is nothing for them to do. It is absolutely disgusting. It is not just in the Fitzroy Valley; 
it is throughout the whole Kimberley. Halls Creek is in a similar situation. If only the Fitzroy Valley could solve 
its problem with juvenile delinquents and vandalism. It is so easy to fix this problem. Just allocate some water 
to the pastoralists and the agricultural industry. 
I never mentioned anything about billionaires. I do not care about the billionaires. It seems that tall poppy syndrome 
is so relevant here in Western Australia. People stick their heads up and others want to chop them off. Nobody 
seems to comment on the number of overseas companies that own some of the biggest mines in WA, including for 
iron ore and gold. The pastoralists and the agricultural industries pale into insignificance when compared with the 
mining industry. 

Statement 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [4.22 pm]: 
Very quickly, I want to absolutely confirm that we are, as are the Aboriginal people of the Fitzroy Valley, absolutely 
focused on ensuring that there are economic opportunities. It is so important that if we are to achieve this, we need 
to bring communities with us, and that is precisely what we are doing with this consultation process that we have 
there now. We have put up a water plan and we are working with the communities to see whether we can bring people 
along the journey with us for a shared vision. We think it is absolutely imperative that we do that. 
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